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: _Qusesr. Mfg 
A King having Proteſted to defend to the wittermoſt 
of bis Power the trie Proteſtant Religion, with 
the Rights and Liberties "hy er SubjeFs ; but 
if they fearing that be will wiblate this his Pro- 
"7eſtation, take. up Arms to- prevent it, what may 


— 


be judged. of this kind of Proceeding ? 
T HIS Queſtion being very weighty, ought to be 
managed with niuch Caution and Candidneſs. © In 
order hereto, it will-be requiſite to propound ſome 
Queſtions or Doubts, which do naturally iſae out, of the 
propounded Queſtion, for retifying and ſertling the - Minds 
of all Chriſtian Subjects.  Boont ry 1n 


Is 'it tor better in difpurable Myſteries of State, for the 
Subjects ro commend the whole matter to God, the Righte- 
ous Judge, thanto take up Arms againſt their King, whom 
we are not to curſe m our heart, much leſs to fight againſt 
him with. our hands ? 
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God: faith; The Heart of the King is umſearchable ; how 


then can any man know, whether or no a King will de- —_ 


cline from his Oath > And if fo, why ſhould any Subject 
oppole him by raiſing of Arms, becauſe he feareth ſuch a 


[IL 


God faith, 'T he Kings  beart #s in the band of_ the Lord, as 
the Rivers of water, he turneth it whitherſoever it pleaſeth him ; 
if then a King decline from his Proteſtation, God if it pleaſe 
him can again reduce him to ir. Is it not then ſafer for Sub- 


jects to rely upon Gods Word and Providence, than to take 
up Arms againſt their, Soveraign ? 


2 ii 
. Godigives this:rounſel, 1 comnſel thee to keep the Kings Com- 
mandment ; and that 11 regard of the Oath. of God, Ecclel. 8. 2. 
So far then we ought to obey the King, as obliged by our 
Oaths, which oblige us, and that with: relation to the fifth 
Commandment.- It then Arms be taken up. againſt the King, 


is there no violation of any Promiſe, Vow, or Oath? and is 
there no -Commandment of God rejected? 


V. 


We hold this Afertion to be true, Sanguss Martyrum eſt 
ſemen Ecclefie; The Blood of the Martyrs is the Seed of the 
- Church : If then the Subjects perceive that their King break- 

eth his Oath, were it not better for them to dye Martyrs, 
and' thus to ſpend theit Blood in the Cauſe of Religion, 


' than to ſpill it in a Civil War ? doth he offend that dyeth 
a Martyr? | | 


VI 


St. Paul teacherh us, Whatſoever is not of Faith is fin. Whgn 
therefore Subje&ts wage Warre againſt their King, thole that 


arc 


UM 


_—— 


are Ignorant or miſinformed, have no ground, ot / Faith, to 
build this their fighting upon : who then fhall anſwer for 
the Blood of theſe men, if it be ſhed in ſuch a Civil. War ? 
Shall not they who ſhould inform and do not, or. elſe miſs 


inform ? And how ſhall men thus ſlain, and that . dye in 


their-ſin, be able to anſwer at that great day of Judgment, 
whole {uddenneſs of death was hereby occaſioned ? 


VIL 


Moral honeſty teacheth Men to keep their Promiſes, 
much more their deliberate ſolemn Oaths. Chriſtianity re- 
quirech the ſame, yea, ' though it be to the hurt of him 
that ſweareth. For thele and the like Reaſons, every good _ 
Man , who conſiderably oblerverh his Promiſe and Oath, 
may betruly offended againlt all choſe who will not give cre- 


"dence to his promiſe, nor yet to his Oath. Can a King be 


well pleaſed, when this hard lot befalleth him 2 Will he 


like to be accounted a Liar upon a meer ſurmile without 


_ any proof. 


VIIL. 

David's Heart. ſmote him after be had cut off the Skirt of 
Saul's Robe privily. If Arms {hould be raiſed up againſt a 
King, and his Life in danger to be cut off thereby, would 
no Mans heart, who: had a hand in ſuch a bulinels, be fo 
render as to {mite him ? 


IX. 


Chriſt commandeth , Render to Czſar the things which are 
Czfars ; namely, Toll, Tribute, Cuſtom, ec. it then ſuch 


_ things as thele be detained from a King, and withall an 


attempt . made to beat him with his own Weapons ; how 
is Chriſt's Commandment oblerved and obeyed ? Are the Arms 


| which are Ce/ars, toberendred to Ceſar to his deſtruction ? 


Chriſt. ſaith; Baſed art they that are perſecuted or, Rightes 


oufneſ' ſake. And chus the Caſe ſtandeth; © if a King for-. 
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the Words are plain; By long forbearing 1 a-Prince perſwa- 


[6 ] 
get his duty towards God and Man, and doth cruelly perſe- 
cute his Subjects; are not ſuch Subjefts ſo perſecuted for 
their firm adherence to a Righteous caule, bleſſed, in that 
they patiently endure ir? But where hath Chriſt raught us 
thar they are bleſſed that perlecute their King at any 


_ time. 


XI. 


Where the Word of a King is , there is Power ; and who may 
ſay unto bim, What doſt thou? Eccleſ. 8. 4. May not theſe 
Words rightly underſtood , and wiſely applyed to the Con- 
ſcience, perſwade a Man to debate the matter, and to 


expoſtulate with himſelf, ſaying, What doſt thou ? before 


he preſume to reCtifie a King's Errours with the drawn 
Sword , except it be with the Sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God ?. For the King of Kings faith of an 
Earthly King, who may ſay unto him, What doſt thou * 


XIL. 


David asketh this Queſtion concerning Saul, who was a 
very wicked King, Who can ſtretch forth his hand agamſt the 
Lord's Anointed and be. guiltleſs? If any Man might, why 
not David, who was cauſleſly and violently perſecuted by 
Saul, and who was allo to ſucceed: him in his Throne ? 
yet his Conſcience taught him not to Right his own wrongs , 
but he waited the good hour, till God ſhould be plealed 
either to turn his Heart, or to end his Dayes. Who believeth 
not, that David was endued and extraordinarily guided by Gods 
Spirit, as in other matters, ſo in this particular behaviour towards 
Saul? And who then will not refolve and pray as David 
did? The Lord forbid (faith he) that I ſhould ſtretch forth 
my hand agamſt the Lords Anointed, - David prayed thus after 
Saul had violated that truſt, which his Subjects repoſed in 


him. 
X III. 


| God direfts us to two means of pacifying an angred 
Prince either by forbearance , or by giving a be Anſwer : 


ded, 


UN 


UMI. 


[7] 
ded and a ſoft Anſwer breaketh the Bone, But when Arms 
are taken up, where is forbearing? And when the Sword 
is drawn, what hope is there that a ſoft Anſwer will, per- 
{wade ? | oe IM 


X1V- 


The Names which are given to Kings and Queens by 
God himlelf, {ſhould be very much regarded by all, good 


Men : for they are called, Nurſing Fathers ,* and Nur mg Mos 


thers, yea, gods. Is it-not unnatural to unſheath- the, Sword 
againſt Father or Mother ? Is it notimpious to unſheath the 
Sword againſt him who is the Supreme of all Earthen gods ? 
Touch not mine Anointed, {aith God Almighty ; and will he 
allow his Subjects to fight againſt him, who is the Supreme 
Ruler, and God's Vicegerent upon Earth ? 


XV. 


The wiſeſt King, being taught by che King of. Kings 
teacheth thus ; T he fear of a King is as the roaring of a Lyon ; 
whoſo provoketh him to Anger , ſinneth againſt his own Soul, If 
any Subjects take up Arms again their King, are they not 
hereby likely to provoke him to great anger? - And' hereby 
raile up a great Fear, whereby to terrifie themſelves? Ang 
is it no ſin, thus to provoke a King ? A I 


XVI 


The King of Iſrael ſpake thus to Benhadad , Let not him 
that girdeth on bis Harneſs boaſt himſelf, as he that putteth it off. 
When Subjects raiſe War againſt cheir Prince, it's probable 
they are confident of Viftory ; elſe why' ſhould they take 
them up?-/ And if they be thusConfident, ler them Remem- 
ber what Ahab ſaid to Benhadad;” and ſo nwch the more ler 
them do this, becauſe many wiſe and Godly Learned Men 


_ affirm that Subjects ought not to take up Arms againſt their 


Sovereign;, and why ſhould the Connſel of wile Men be .. 
utterly rejected as not fit to be our Counlellors ? | 
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XV1L 


When King David purpoſed to march forth in Battel 


againſt his Rebellious Son Abſalom , his Loyal and Loving 
Subjects ſpake thus to him, 7 how ſhalt not go forth; and 
why? Becauſe, ſay they , Thou art worth Ten thouſand of 
5, * Would not David's Subjects willingly permit him to go 
forth to Barrel, x. will any Subjeds (go to Bartel againſt 
their King? , Was David worth "Ten thouſand of his Sub- 
jects; and durſt any go forth to Batcel, againſt him , who 
if. he ſhould be ſlain (and it is too./probable in ſuch a 
Caſe he may) ſhall not. a, King's Blood cry as loud for 
Vengeance, as the Blood of Thoulands: of Subjedts ? 
X V-IIL 

Thoſe that dare. adventure to wage War againſt their 
Sovereign, may be too ready to cenlure, and perhaps to - 
condemn all thoſe that: be not ſo forward in this action 
as themſelves; andif they thus cenſure-and condemn ; what 
Anſwer can they frame to thoſe Queſtions , which God propo- 
ſeth * Who art thou that judgeſt another Mans Servant  ( which E 
conceive. may not be unaptly interpreted the Kings Loyal 
Subject ?) to his own Maſter be ſtandeth or falleth, Why 'doſt thou 
judge thy Brother * Or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother * We 
ſhall all ſtand before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, And then it 
will appear, whetherthole that take up Arms againſt their 
Sovereign, or thole thatrefule, are in the right. 


\X4S + 


Our Bleſſed Saviour was ſo deſirous ro ſhew all due re- 
ſpe&t unto Ceſar, that for the expreſſing thereof he wrought 
a miraculous work, there being, ( at his Command to Pe- 
ter). .a Fiſh taken out of the Sea, in whole mouth was 


- found a piece of Money, which he commanded to he gi- 


ven for "Tribute. And did our Saviour work ſo miraculoul]y, | 
becauſe he would nor, offend againſt Ceſar, and ſhall not 
all good Subjedts rather chuſe tro ſuffer any indignity or 
loſs, than to” omit, or do any thing, which damnifie 
their: -King'? - And when Arms are taken up againſt 

him, 


him , is he not © datmnified and difhonoured 7 © ©. 


ES] n 


- L FS? 


XX. 


There be thiee Commandments, which God h:th joined 
rogether, and they are thus delivered to,us : My Son_ fear 
thou the Lord, and the King ; and meddle . not. with them which 
are given to change. And what is laid in Scripture elſewhere * 
A threefold Cord is not eafily broken, If then the true fear of 
God, and of the King, and therewith a fertled Reſolution 
not to meddle with them which are given to Change , 
be all twiſted together , and treaſured' tp in our hearts; 
and if in our Lives we expreſs, a fruitful practice of them, 
then is indeed evidenced our Sonſhip to God:;- unto whom 
he giveth theſe three Commandments ; whereof if one, be 
broken, the other is allo violated : for he” that fearech not 
God, how doth he fear his King, or. abſtain From. them 
which are given to change ? He that feaxerh'nort the: King, 
how doth he fear God, or take care to, keep his Command- 
ment, namely, to fear the King and not to meddle with 
them which are given to change * Or he that 1s given to 
change, how like is he to that God , which changeth not, 
or like to a good King which Ruleth by his Conſtant knawn. 
Laws? Therefore if Subjects riſe” up m Arms agajnlt theix 
Liege Lord and King, are they not likely big Ne 'of 
thele Commandments ? And if wefail 'in one Point Stet; 
Commandments; do we not thereby incur -the guile, of | 


breaking all ? 
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The Holy Ghoſt doth reaifie*the Hearts and Practice of 

. . Oo CISDELYGIDMLESTI bs F24k* 1.6 3 he RH 

all Loyal Subjects towards their Kings, ſaying, Whoſoeyer, re- 

feſteth the power , reſiſteth the Ordinance - of God,” Rom. 1 3...2- 

And who was Emperor art that time, when this Direction. 

was given? Was it not Claudius that Prophane Infidel, and 

. A, F] ' : > 26 M06 Va ww 44 ; 

cruel Tyrant ? much more then ſhould all Chriſtian Subjects 

forbear to take up Arms "againſt a Chriſtian King. who, 

. + | _— i "LOT TIE FL 144%. 

by reaſon that he is a Chriſtian King. is therefore ;much 

more to be honoured and obeyed, than thoſe wicked "and 
y % 48 MIO TIOIGIE II LEE X 4 FL od $125 

profligate Emperours Claudius ;. or Nero , or Julian the Apo "© 
ſtate; and yet the Chriſtian Souldiers, who were more than 

| C - :.- the 


[j1o ] 
the Heatheniſh, would not” reliſt him. - And why may we 
not believe, that they were ſo temperate and obedient, be- 
\ cauſe they had learned, and purpoled by God's grace, to 
practice that which followeth in the fifth Verſe of the ſame 
Chapter , Wherefore ye muſt needs be [ubje&, not only for Wrath , 
but for Conſcience ſake * "They would not nas a wicked | 


Emperour to wrath, and their own Conſcience ( being in- 
| ſtrated by God's Word ) taught them thus to do. , 


X X11. 


By me Kings Reign, ſaith God.” God himſelf not only 
ſerteth the Good ,' | but wicked Kings upon their. Thrones. 
It was God , that gave the Scepter to wicked Saul, and 
David would 'by no means moleſt him in his Government , 
much lefs undertake ro War againſt him, in hope to wreſt 
the. Seepter out, of his hand. Is it Chriſtian wiſdom to 
fight againſt God's Ordinance ?. For ſuch Warriours, in ef- 
fect; fight againſt God ; and if we enter the liſts with God, 
are not, we like to loſe the Victory ? 
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"After that King David had committed thoſe two groſs 
fins 'of Adultery and Murther, obſerve in what manner he 
aketh his Confeſſion before God for them : Againſt thee, 
thee only , have I ſimed, Againſt thee only ( faich St. Am- 
broſe) becauſe David - was a King, and was bound to no 
Law : for a King (as the fame Author addeth, and with 
him many Reverend Authors concur ) that a King is not 


bound over to Puniſhment by any Law., bur is ſet free 


| from them by his Sovereign Authoricy. Therefore Nathan 
the Propher admoniſheth David to expiate his Sins before 


God Almighty. by humble Repentance , and lively Faith ; 


but he denounceth nor , the Law againſt him, whereby 


ro ififlict on him the Legal: puniſhment of an Adulterer 
anda Mutderer ; herein. he-lefr the whole Matter to God's 
own diſpoſement.  Whoſoever- then preſume to fight againſt 
their Ki (and by this affront do artempr no {mall puniſh- 
ment bork | 
more forward to make ſuch: an aſſault, . becauſe: they take 
_ themifelyes to be” more Wiſe and Judicious than, 4mbroſe ? 
ws TINEFHLIL > 7 4 EEE - + E © : But 


och of his. Mind and Body ) are, they perhaps the 


Lg 
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[11] 
But who dare . compare himſelf with the Prophet N- 


than * 
X XIV. » 


If a wicked King ſhould furiouſly rage againſt Chriſt's 
Church, yer ſhould the People of God Solace themſelves 
exceedingly in this, that Chriſt bath built it upon a Rock; 
and they ought to believe, that though it may be, and of- 
ten is much ſhaken, yet it cannot be overthrown: and thar 
it may ſtand the more firmly, muſt nor the People of 
God perform their Duty, and attend Chriſt's Command- 
ments, and withall firmly eſtabliſh their Hearts upon the 
gracious promiles therewith annexed and delivered intheſe 
words, Ak, and it ſhall be given you; ſeeek, and ye ſhall find; 
Knock, and it ſhall be opened to you. Prayer is the Chriſtian 
Armour; which all diſtrefled Subjects ought to. put on, and 
if they uſc it aright, even he Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt chem. The devout Jews thus Armed 'themlelves, 
when King Ahaſuerus had granted forth a Decree for their 
utter overthrow. . They d1d not Mutiny , much leſs take 
up the: Sword, to vindicate their Religion and Liberty : and 
why ſhould not- all good Subjects in theſe dayes, behave 
chemſelves as the Jews then did? And fo much the rather, 
left Chriſt's words prevail - againſt them, viz , All they that 
take the Sword. ſhall periſh with the Sword. 


XXV. 


A Divine Sentence, ſaith Solomon, is in the Lips of the King 
his Mouth tranſgreſſeth not in Judgement. The Lord affordeth 
more than ordinary afliftance, and dire&tion to Kings ; and 
therefore when Saul, a very wicked King, was by God's 
appointment to ſway the Scepter, we read, God gave him 
another Heart , even the Spirit of Government : therefore 
ſhould not all Loyal Subjects rather ſuſpect themſelves in 


an Errour, than their King. Not but that a King, is bur 


a Man and ſo ſubject to failure ; but being a Man in extraordi- 
nary place, and appointment, why may not he alſo obtain 
extraordinary aid and . Direction from God ? And then 
why ſhould Subjects take up the Sword- to rectifie the Er- 
rour of their King ? 


XXVI. The 


} 


| a2] 
XX VI. 
/ 


The Wrath of a King (as ſaith! Geds Word) is as Meſſengers 
of Death, but a wiſe Mangpill pacifie it. When Arms are taken 
up againſt a King, doubtleſly _— the Kings wrath is 
very much incenſed; and therefore ſhould nor all Subjects 
be more ready in {hewing their wiſdom in pacifying, than in 


| exaſperating.his wrath? God grant the one, and preyent 


the other in every Nation. 


XXVIL. 


The Kings wrath. #s as the roarmg of a Lyon; but his fas 


- Votur. is as the Dew upon the. Graſs. Who will provoke a 
Lyon to roar, and then come within the reach of his 


Chain? Who will provoke their King to wrath by taking 
up Arms,” and prelume they -ſhall not come within the 
reach of his Verge? It his favour be as dew upon the 
Graſs, will not his provoked wrath become as Fire among the 
Stubble? And doth not every Subject rather defireto be retreſh- 
ed with ſuch a dew, than to be conſumed with a Fire © 
their own kindling ? LE | 


XXVIIL 


There be four things ſtately, as in Prov. 30. 29, 30, 31. 
and among them a King is truly Majeſtical ;. againſt whom 
there is no riſmg up, faith God : and dare any true ſervant 
of God, and true-hearted Subject do the contrary, by ri- 
ling up againſt their King ? And is nor raiſing of Arms 


an ariling againſt him ? | If then - Arms be thus raiſed ,' 


how can any that are thus forward, promiſe to themſelves 
Victory over their King , whom they preſume to reſiſt ? 


- Or -how can they diſpence with their own Conſciences , 


ſeeing this is the expreſs Word of God, Againſt him there is no 
riſing up ? | 
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XXIX. Be 
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Before any War 'by any People or Nations be attempt- 


ed, the Counſel which God: giveth, is to be accepted and 


embraced ; and God counſelleth thus, With good adyice make 


| War. But where may ſuch advice betaken ? Eyen where it is 


plainly and freely given in the Volumn of God's Bbok, the 
Bible ; which lome have and others may wreſt to their 
own deſtruction. . Learned Councils have erred, Adam in 
Paradiſe erred, the Angels themlelves groſly erred; -may 
not wiſe Men err? and if ſuch Men may err, why notin 
the particular buſineſs of the Subjects riling in Arms-againft 
their Prince? Let any that may hold that Poſition of ic's 
lawfulneſs, conſider , may not an Iron Rod (if any Sub- 
jects take up Arms againſt their King ) rather bruiſe, or 
harden, than mollifie and make him better ? Be 


- + + Hb 


In the Multitude of People is the Kings Honour , but in the 
want of People is the Deſtruction of the Prince. When Arms 
are railed by the Subjects, to reduce, or rather to enforce 
their King to do what they pleaſe ; is it not probable, that 
the Mulcitude of his People and therewith his Honour ſhall 


be diminiſhed? And is not the want of People the de- 


ſtruction of the Prince ? God faith lo; experience alfo prov- 
eth ir to be the deſtruction both of a King, and of his 
Kingdom ? If then the Subjects truly love God, their King 
and themlelves, is it not a matter of great concernment, 'and 
worth. their deepeſt con{1deration , that © by raiſing "of 
Arms they may Diſhonour God, wrong their King ; and 
themſelves to their own ruines ? | 'D 


XXX. 


God declareth what we may "think of the beginning of 


- Strike, and what -alſo we may judge is likely to 'be the 


iſſue thereof ; theſe words demonſtrate it; The beginnings” of 
Strife 1s as when one letteth out Water ; therefore leave off Conten:- 
tion. before it be meddled with. At the firſt appearance ftrife 
may be thought to "be very ſmall; and as the Cloud 

| D which 


Lit4)] 


which Elijab's Servant ſaw ariſing out of the Sea ; like a 


' . Mans hand ; yet that in a ſhort time overſpread the 


whole Heavens, and abundance of Rain did enſue. Abun- 
dance: of trouble and of Blood-ſhed 'may enlue, if bur 
one, or a few hands be firſt Actors in the railing of Arms : 
'and who can tell how far the Waters of Contention may 
hereupon-flow ? Such bitter Waters as theſe may be call- 
ed by the Names which J7Jaac gave to the Wells which 
his Servants digged,  one-he called Eſek (contention) ano- 
ther. Sitnah ( hatred.) Is it not theretore, godly Wiſdom to 
embrace God's Counſel, Leave off contention before it be med- 


dled with? And if it have been meddled with, ſhould not 


all good People. pray inſtantly and heartily, that a Well- 
Spring, of Living, Waters may be found out, which may. 
be called Rehoboth (Room?) And that it may be aid of 
this Nation, now the Lord hath made room for us, and 
we {hall be fruitful in the Land, by no means entring the 
Liſts of Contention and ftrife , but in well doing commit- 
ting our concerns to God, {ubmitting with Patience ro him 
as the Governour, and diſpoſer of all things. 


XXKIL 


The Apoſtle Saint James hath laid a ſure Foundation 
for all Chriſtian Souldiers to build upon, it with a clear 
Conſcience before God and Man, they be able to anſwer 
to thoſe Queſtions propounded , From whence come Wars and 
Fightings among 30u*? Come they not bence , even of your Luſts, 
that war in your Members * . There is a Luſt, or luſting af- 
ter Profit, Pleaſure, vain Gloxy, whenas too many Men are 
ready to {peak as Jebu did; Come with me , and ſee my Zeal 
for the Lord of Hoſts. And what is the: iſſue and event of 
ſuch eager thirſting deſires? Believe God in theſe Words 
of his, Je Luſt, and have not; ye kill, and defire to have, and 
cannot obtain : Ne fight and; War , and yet have not , becauſe ye 
ask not ; ye asR, and receive not,, becauſe ye ask amiſs, that ye may 
conſume it upon, yow Luſts, And whether or no. Subjects 
raking up Arms-againſt their King be a rectified: Zeal , ler 
them conlider, and prove for ita Warrant from Gods Word, 
_ which are fo perſwaded..... es” 
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, Let us but obſerve the Oath of Alegrance; 
the Tenor whereof is thus for Word. 


TW. A. B. do truly and: ſincerely acknowledge, profeſs, teſtifie, and 
| 41d. declare m my Conſcience before God and the World ; that 
our Sovereien Lord King Charles the Second is Lawful and 
Rightful Heir of this Realm., and of all other his Majeſties Do- 
minions and Countreys ; and that the Pope neither of bimſelf , nor 


by any Authority by the Church or See of Rome, or by any other 
 weans with any other, hath any power or Authority , to depoſe the 


Kmg, or to diſpoſe of any of his Majefties Kingdoms , or Domi- 
mons ; or. to Authorize any Forreign Prince to myade or annoy him, 
or his Countreys ; or to diſcharge any of his Subjefts of their. Allegi- 
ance and Obedience to his Majeſty; or to give Licenſe or Leave 
to any of them to bear Arms, raiſe Tumults, or to offer any Vio- 
lence or burt to bis Majeſties Royal Perſon , State , or Govern- 
ment, or to any of his Majeſties Subjetts within bis Majeſties 
Dommuons. 

Alſo I do ſwear from my Heart, that notwithſtanding any De- 
claration, or Sentence of. Excommunication, . or Deprivation , made 
or granted, or to be made or granted hy the Pope, or his Succeſſors, 
or by any Authority derived, oy pretended to be derived from him, 
or bis See, agamſt the ſaid King, his Heirs or Succe ſſors, or any 
Abſolution of the ſaid Subjefts from their obedience , I wil bear 
Faith and true Allegiance to bis Majeſty, bis Heirs and Succeſſors, 
and bm and them will defend to the wttermoſt of my Power , 
againſt all Conſpiracies and attempts whatſoever, which ſhall be made 
againſt bis, or their Perſons, their Crown and Dignity , by reaſon 
or colour of any ſuch Sentence , or Declaration,” or otherwiſe ; and 
will do my beſt endeavony to diſcloſe, and make known to his Ma- 
Jeſty. his Heirs and Succeſſors, all Treaſon or Traiterous Conſpira- 
a which T ſhall know, or - bear of , to be againfl bim or any of 
them, | - ; 

And T do further ſwear, that T do from my Heart abbor, deteſt, 
and abjure as impious and Heretical, this Damnable Dofrine, and 
Poſition , that Princes which be Excommunicated or deprived by the 
Pope, may be Depoſed, or Murthexed by their Subjefts, or any other 
whatſoever. | | 7” 

And I do believe, and am in Conſcience reſolved ; that neither 

| | the 


PE the Pope, nor any. Perſon whatſoever, hath power to ave me. of s 
ES  ,Dw Oath Or any Kos thereof , which T acknowledge by good EY 


ial Pardons and Diſpen[; /ations to the 


ſtruments of. 'fowing: the ſeeds of diſcord, in'an un- 


Scriptures , Which ſheuld we obey God or Man, judge ye. - But doubt- 


inclination, duely to. weigh theſe prepounded Reaſons, and 
| Queries, avd the Natural and Scriptural inferences there-_ 


Las] 


full Artrority to be lawfully adyyini ad wnto me ,' and do -reripunce 
ontrary : . And al theſe things, 


do plainly, and fincerely acknowledge and ſwear” ; according © to the 
expreſs words by me ſpoken, and according to the plain and common 
ſence and underſtanding of the. ſame words, without any Equive- 
cation. or mental Reſervation whatſoever ; and 1 do make. this. Re- 

cognition and acknowledgment heartily , willingly and tr) upon the 
true Faith of a Chriſtian : Jo as me God, 


Thus i in concluſiori: may, we and ovich this « Aﬀertion, that 
Popery .is the worſt Enemy to Monarchy , and amongſt 


Proteſtant Subjects , .Papiſts have moſt certainly been-the in- a 


wearied endeayour to raiſe in the Mind of the 'Prince a 
diſaffection ro. his People , and in the Mind of the People 
a prejudice againſt their Prince , the berter ro accompliſh 
their curſed By, and felfiſh Ends. Therefore let 'us una- —_ 
nimouſly pray to God to inſtruct 'the Mind of every. King HEE 
with Wiſdom, not to hearken to their curled Devices, and / ſ 
aloof all Subjects not to be deluded to the diſhonour of h 
their God, hue of their Prince, and ruine of themſelves, to 
any vonarural Rebellion againſt their Natural Lord and King. 
But, to conclude, .if ſo be any Prince ſhould .command any 
thing contrary to the Divine will, as' revealed to us in the ) 


leſs chough Paul would refuſe in that cale.to vield - active 
obedience, yet not paſſive , ſo. as not, by force of Arms to 


reſiſt his Prince. And chefs let us have the Chriſtian - [1 


'* 


prudence , Viz, with 2 rectified Conſcience, and unbyafſed \ 


- 
- ———_ 


upon deduced , that we tmay become. Gods true ſervants, 
and the Kings truly Loyal Subjects, 
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